
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

October, 17th 2018 
 
Subject: Europe should lead the way to make the human right to water a reality 
 
Dear member of the European Parliament, 
 
At the end of October, the plenary of the European Parliament will vote on a legislation 
regulating water for human consumption. Thanks to the huge effort of European citizens, 
this piece of legislation is trying to partially implement this right by promoting access to water 
for all in the European Union. Even if the proposal from the European Commission falls short, 
it could be a first step on the right direction. 
 
International civil society celebrated the success of the European Citizen’s Initiative on the 
Right to Water in 2013, supported by nearly two million Europeans. Also the European 
Parliament’s resolution of 8 September 2015 on the follow-up to the European Citizens’ 
Initiative Right2Water (2014/2239(INI)) that supported the implementation of the human 
right to water in the EU and called to strengthen European efforts to achieve this goal beyond 
the EU. 
 
The first vote in the Committee of Environment on the Recast of the Directive on the Quality 
of Water Intended for Human Consumption was really disappointing both for citizens in 
Europe and abroad because: 
 

- It waters down the main objective of article 13 on access to water for all in the EU by 
turning a clear commitment into a list of possible actions. This would go against the 
commitments taken by the EU regarding Goal 6 of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

- It waters down the measures proposed to guarantee universal access to tap water for 
Europeans in streets, restaurants or public buildings, falling short in its contribution 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2014/2239(INI)


to the international struggle against plastic waste that is polluting our oceans, soils 
and waters.  

 
The European Union can make a great contribution to turn the Human Right to Water into a 
reality, following the example of one of its members, Slovenia, and other countries around 
the world like Uruguay that have recognized the human right to water and sanitation in their 
constitutions. 
 
The vote at the plenary in October will have a huge and positive impact in other parts of the 
world and in global policies on water. As the international civil society is watching, we urge 
you to support the alternative compromise amendments to article 13 rejected by a slim 
majority in the ENVI committee, as they support a strong legislation that provides access to 
water for all in the European Union. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

- Food & Water Watch, US. 
- Council of Canadians, Canada. 
- Public Services International. 
- Blue Planet Project, International. 
- Emmaüs International. 
- The Interamerican Network for Defense and the Right to Water (La Red de Vigilancia 

Interamericana para la Defensa y el Derecho al Agua - RED VIDA) – Latin America. 
- Movement in Defense of water, land and the environment (MODATIMA), Chile. 
- Mexican Coalition of Organisations for the Right to Water, Mexico. 
- Redes – Friends of the Earth, Uruguay. 
- Corporate Accountability International, US. 
- National Association of Sanitation Municipal Public Services (Associação Nacional dos 

Serviços Municipais de Saneamento - ASSEMAE), Brazil.  
- Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, Pakistan. 
- Mesopotamian Ecology Movement, Middle East. 
- Initiative to Keep Hasankeyf Alive, Middle East. 
- KRuHA, People's Coalition for the Right to Water, Indonesia. 
- Platform of Public Community Partnerships of the Americas (PAPC) Plataforma de 

Acuerdos Público Comunitarios de las Americas, Latin America. 
- Chile Sustentable, Chile. 
- National Commission in Defense of Water and Life (Comision Nacional en Defensa del 

Agua y la Vida), Uruguay. 
- GRÜNE LIGA e.V, Germany. 
- Alliance in Defense of Water and Life (Coordinadora de Defensa del Agua y la Vida), 

Chile. 
- European Initiative for Sanitation and Health (EUSAIN), Europe. 
- AKVO Foundation, International. 
- Water Grabbing Observatory, Italy. 
- Focus, Association for Sustainable Development, Slovenia. 
- Centro di Volontariato Internazionale (CeVI), Italy. 



- Münchner Stadtentwässerung, Germany. 
- Coordination Eau Île-de-France, France. 
- Assembly of Initiatives and Environmental Defense in Veracruz (La Asamblea 

Veracruzana de Iniciativas y Defensa Ambiental – LAVIDA), México. 
- German NGO Forum on Environment and Development (Forum Umwelt & 

Entwicklung), Germany. 
- Arnika, Czec Republic. 
- France Libertés, France. 
- Corporación Ecológica y Cultural Penca de Sábila, Colombia. 
- Berlin Water Table, Germany. 
- Friends of Ina and Gowienica Rivers Association (Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Iny i 

Gowienicy), Poland. 
- Fundacja Zielone Światło, Poland. 
- Encuentro Ciudadano Lagunero, Mexico. 
- Serviço de Paz e Justiça (SERPAJ), Brazil. 
- Grupo Ecológico INEM – GREI, Colombia. 
- Food & Water Europe. 
- Italian Committee for  the Water Global Contract (CICMA), Italy. 
- Coalition Eau, France. 

 


